[The incidence, clinical and biologic diagnosis, and prognosis of cancer of the exocrine pancreas and biliary tract].
Cancers of the pancreas and biliary tract have increased in frequency during the last decades. The severity of these cancers is partly due to the difficulty of their early diagnosis. Clinical signs, such as jaundice and abdominal mass perceptible at palpation, betray advanced tumours extending to neighbouring organs. Laboratory examinations are not specific, and the sensitivity of tumoral markers is unsatisfactory unless the tumour is more than 3 cm in diameter. To date, the 19-9 carbohydrate antigen seems to be the most interesting of these markers. The delayed diagnosis accounts for the sombre prognosis of these cancers which have a global survival rate of approximately 5% at 5 years. After excision for curative purposes, which can be performed in 20% of the patients, the mean survival rate at 5 years is about 20-25%.